Hinf I restriction endonuclease digestion on human fixed metaphase chromosomes.
The authors report on the activity of Hinf I restriction endonuclease on human fixed metaphase chromosomes. Experiments performed by digesting chromosomes just after harvesting or after ageing in methanol-acetic acid displayed a different pattern of digestion on metaphases, since only aged preparations showed gaps on heterochromatic regions of chromosomes 1, 9 and 16 and C-like bands on other chromosomes. In this view, the authors suggest that structural modifications of the DNA, induced by acid fixation, can influence Hinf I activity on fixed metaphase chromosomes.